[Effect of tumor-promoting phorbol esters on retrovirus-infected human cells: scanning electron microscopy studies].
The effects of 12-O-tetradecanoylphorbol-13-acetate (TPA) on cultivated human cells infected with a human cell line derived retrovirus were examined by using scanning electron microscopy. The most prominent immediate morphological changes were the rounding up of cell surfaces, an enhanced formation of blebs and an increasing tendency to cell detachment. The production of virus particles under TPA treatment was markedly augmented, reaching 300 to 500 particles in individual cells. The production of particles appeared nearly random over the cell surface.